LAND TENURE	193
this was never completed. The tax in the region has
been divided yearly between the cultivators of each yu ;
a definite amount is assigned to them. One of the
cultivators who owns more than twenty mow in the
5 yu will be responsible for collecting the sum. This
job is taken in turn by all the qualified persons in the
yu. The government will not interfere with the way
in which the collector distributes the tax.
The amount of tax to be paid by each yu is deter-
mined by its size. But since the land was only recently
surveyed, and the land register has not yet been com-
pleted, the size is determined according to the estimate
of the local collectors. The estimate is thus made not
strictly according to the actual size of the land but
according to the ability of the people to pay taxes.
The collector is obliged to hand over the assessed
amount to the government regardless of how much
he has actually collected. To avoid the danger of
having to pay a deficiency himself, he will submit a
low estimate on the pretext that land has been deserted.
In case of flood or drought, he will request the govern-
ment to make reductions. (This request was formerly
made in connection with petitions for magical help.)
Thus the actual distribution of the burden of tax
is not rigid. The collector is able to use common sense
in distributing the burden according to the ability of
the people. Honesty and the sense of equality checks
the abuses possible under such an informal practice.
Under the present system, tenants are not actually
exempted from the obligation to pay taxes. I have
no definite material on this point to show how the
actual allocation is made.
The government will try to collect taxes according
to the actual size of the land of each individual owner

